
1. General Accessibility Principles
	 Website follows WCAG 2.1 AA guidelines
	 Users can navigate without a mouse (keyboard-only navigation)
	 Page structure is logical and consistent
	 No flashing elements that could trigger seizures
	 No reliance on colour alone to convey information

2. Visual Accessibility & Colour Contrast
	 Text has sufficient contrast against background (check using a contrast checker)
	 Avoid using text over images (or ensure high contrast and legibility)
	 Users can resize text (without breaking layout)
	 No essential information is lost when using high contrast mode
	 Links and buttons have clear, visible focus indicators

3. Images & Media
	 All images have meaningful alt text (except decorative images, which should be marked accordingly)
	 Avoid using images of text (where possible, use real text instead)
	 Ensure captions are provided for all videos
	 Provide audio descriptions for key video content
	 Avoid autoplaying videos/audio (or provide a clear way to stop them)

4. Navigation & Structure
	 Headings are used correctly (H1, H2, H3 in logical order)
	 Users can tab through content logically
	 Clear, consistent navigation across all pages
	 Skip-to-content links available for screen reader users
	 Forms have clear labels and instructions

5. Links & Buttons
	 Links have meaningful text (avoid “click here”)
	 Buttons and links have visible hover/focus styles
	 Large enough clickable areas for buttons & links
	 External links open in the same tab (or a warning is provided if opening in a new tab)

6. Forms & Interactive Elements
	 All form fields have clear labels
	 Ensure forms can be completed using a keyboard
	 Provide clear error messages (e.g. “Invalid email format”)
	 Use ARIA landmarks for complex forms and interactive elements

7. Screen Reader Compatibility
	 All elements are correctly labelled for screen readers
	 No reliance on hover effects for key content visibility
	 ARIA roles used where necessary (but not excessively)
	 Ensure screen readers announce dynamic changes (e.g. form errors)

8. Documents & Downloads
	 PDFs and downloadable documents are accessible (text-based, not image scans)
	 Provide alternative formats where possible (Word, HTML)
	 Clearly label download links with file type and size

9. Testing & Compliance
	 Test with screen readers (e.g. NVDA, JAWS, VoiceOver)
	 Check keyboard navigation manually
	 Use automated accessibility checkers (e.g. WAVE, Axe, Lighthouse)
	 Get feedback from real users with disabilities
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